
Arturo de Oliveira Santos, the 
Mayor of Ourem, who had the Fa-
tima seers kidnapped and impris-
oned in August 1917, threatening 
the children with execution if they 
did not reveal the Secret the Virgin 
Mary told them. They refused to 
give in to the threat and were fi-
nally released.

The window of the jail where the Mayor 
of Ourem imprisoned the three children.

The front page of the anti-clerical paper 
O Seculo, a major Portuguese newspaper, 
reporting in great detail the Miracle of 
the Sun. Even this anti-Catholic news-
paper was forced to acknowledge “how 
the sun danced in the sky at mid-day in 
Fatima.”
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A crowd of 70,000 people assembled in the rain-soaked Cova 
da Iria to witness the Miracle of the Sun on October 13, 1917.

The crowd is transfixed and terrified by the Mira-
cle of the Sun.

Father Joaquin Alonso, the official Fatima archi-
vist for sixteen years until his death, who had 
unrestricted access to Sister Lucia. Father Alon-
so stated that the Third Secret, which follows 
the words “In Portugal, the dogma of the Faith 
will always be preserved etc.”, probably fore-
tells “the crisis of the Faith in the Church and 
the negligence of the pastors themselves.” 
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The Italian text of the 1984 
interview of Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger in Jesus magazine, 
wherein the Cardinal re-
vealed that the Third Secret 
speaks of “dangers threaten-
ing the Faith and the life of 
the Christian and therefore 
of the world” and that it also 
contains “what has been 
said again and again in other 
Marian apparitions.” The vi-
sion published by the Vati-
can in June 2000 does not 
correspond to these revela-
tions of the Cardinal.

Photographically reproduced text from The Message of Fatima in which Cardinal 
Bertone declares: “The decision of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to make pub-
lic the third part of the ‘secret’ of Fatima brings to an end a period of history 
marked by tragic human lust for power and evil …” This ludicrous assertion 
prompted Catholics to ask why the Vatican had not ended the period of tragic 
human lust for power and evil by revealing the vision of “the Bishop dressed in 
white” back in 1960, when Our Lady wished it to be revealed.
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Sister Lucia in her coffin. Only 
after Lucia was dead did Cardi-
nal Bertone introduce new pur-
ported statements by Lucia he 
had never mentioned before and 
for which there is no indepen-
dent record.

In this photograph from Life 
magazine in 1949, Bishop 
José da Silva displays the 
outer envelope that he pre-
pared containing a text of 
the Third Secret before its 
transmission to the Vatican 
in 1957.

Photo from Paris-Match magazine in 1958, show-
ing the wooden safe in the papal apartment of 
Pius XII in which a text of the Third Secret was 
safeguarded. The text in this safe was not the text 
in the Holy Office archives.

During his appear-
ance on Porta a Porta 
on May 31, 2007, 
Cardinal Bertone 
displays on camera 
the outer envelope 
displayed by Bish-
op da Silva for Life 
magazine in 1949.
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Bertone displays 
on camera an un-
sealed outer en-
velope for a text 
of the Secret, on 
which Lucia wrote 
the name of the 
Bishop of Leiria 
— the bishop in 
charge of Fatima.

Cardinal Bertone 
displaying the seal 
on the back of the 
outer envelope pre-
pared by Bishop da 
Silva.

Cardinal Bertone’s Last Visionary of Fatima purports 
to be an answer to Socci’s book, but fails to address 
any of his points, while making new disclosures 
that are devastating to Bertone’s claim that he has 
revealed the entire Third Secret.
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The two Third Secret envelopes. 
Top and middle: The front and back (showing wax seals) of Third Secret envelope 
#1, bearing Sister Lucia’s handwritten notation of the “express order of Our 
Lady” that this envelope can only be opened in 1960.  
Bottom: Third Secret envelope #2, also bearing Sister Lucia’s handwritten warn-
ing “by express order of Our Lady” that also this envelope can only be opened 
in 1960. 
Cardinal Bertone failed to mention the existence of these two envelopes, and 
the “express order of Our Lady” written on each, at any time from June 26, 2000 
until the telecast of May 31, 2007. Bertone had always represented before May 
31, 2007 that there was only one envelope and that Lucia had never received an 
order from the Blessed Virgin regarding 1960. 
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Bertone reveals 
on camera that the 
text of the vision 
of the Bishop in 
white was writ-
ten on a single folio 
(sheet) of note-
book paper, even 
though his own 
book, published 
weeks before, 
states that when 
he met with Lucia 
in April 2000 she 
authenticated foli-
os (sheets) of paper.  Thus, there is at least one missing sheet of paper pertaining 
to the Third Secret of Fatima.

A close-up of the single 
folio on which the text of 
the vision was written by 
Lucia showing that it is 
clearly not the “letter to the 
Bishop of Fatima” in which 
she had confided contents 
of the Secret. Bertone ad-
mitted on camera that the 
folio he displayed is not a 
letter. The missing letter 
would probably explain the 
meaning of the vision.

After appearing on television 
to display the text of the vi-
sion of “the Bishop dressed 
in white,” Bertone attends 
an event headlined as “The 
whole truth and nothing but 
the truth”—an ironic com-
mentary on the doubts sur-
rounding his purported dis-
closure of the entire Third 
Secret.
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Archbishop Loris F. Capovilla, the still-
living secretary to Pope John XXIII. The 
Archbishop revealed to Solideo Paolini that 
there are two envelopes and two texts per-
taining to the Third Secret of Fatima, and 
that one of the texts was kept in the papal 
apartment inside a larger envelope (the 
“Capovilla envelope”) on which Capovilla 
had written the dictation of John XXIII (“I 
give no judgment”) and the names of all 
those to whom Pope John had revealed its 
contents.  Bertone has never produced this 
envelope, even though Capovilla confirmed 
its existence during a telecast in September 
2007 arranged by Bertone himself.

Solideo Paolini, the young Italian 
intellectual to whom Archbishop 
Capovilla revealed the existence of 
two different texts and envelopes 
(the “Bertone envelope” and the 
“Capovilla envelope”) comprising 
the entirety of the Third Secret. 

Antonio Socci, the Italian intellectual, jour-
nalist and television host whose book The 
Fourth Secret of Fatima concludes: “[T]hat there 
is a part of the Secret not revealed and con-
sidered unspeakable is certain. And today—

having decided to deny its 
existence—the Vatican runs 
the risk of exposing itself to 
very heavy pressure and black-
mail.”
The publication of Fourth Secret 
reignited the Third Secret con-
troversy and forced the Vatican 
to attempt to answer Socci’s 
overwhelming evidence dem-
onstrating a cover-up of a text 
of the Third Secret.
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